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"Behold, children are a gift of the Lord;" Psalm 12 7:3
 
As we prepare to celebrate Father's Day this week, it is a good time to 
reflect on what makes a man a father.
first thing is that he must be gifted by God with a child or children.
children are a gift of God, that means we should treasure them as such.
We can never overemphasize the value of our children, even when they 
misbehave or don't measure up to our expectations.
But being a father, especially a good one, demands more than having 
children.  A real father is a man who recognizes God as his Father and 
follows His example.
sure his children know and trust Jesus as Savior and Lord. 
will be strong, but will also have a loving relationship with his children. 
Most of all, a real father will be such a good role model for his children 
that they won
I celebrate all our fathers this week and look forward to joining you in 
worship and fellowship with God 
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On July 5, 1908, a West

honor of fathers, a Sunday sermon in memory of the 362 men who had died in the 

previous December’s explosions at the Fairmont Coal Company mines in Monongah, 

but it was a one

The next year, a Spokane,

children raised by a widower, tri

male parents.  

officials to drum up support for her idea, and she was successful: Washington State 

celebrated the nation’s first stat

Slowly, the holiday spread.

telegraph signals to unfurl a flag in Spokane when he pressed a button 

Washington, D.C.

observe Father’s Day.

States on the th
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"Behold, children are a gift of the Lord;" Psalm 12 7:3

As we prepare to celebrate Father's Day this week, it is a good time to 
reflect on what makes a man a father.  The psalmist reminds us that the 
first thing is that he must be gifted by God with a child or children.
children are a gift of God, that means we should treasure them as such.
We can never overemphasize the value of our children, even when they 

have or don't measure up to our expectations.
being a father, especially a good one, demands more than having 

A real father is a man who recognizes God as his Father and 
follows His example.  A real father will do everything in his power to ma
sure his children know and trust Jesus as Savior and Lord. 
will be strong, but will also have a loving relationship with his children. 
Most of all, a real father will be such a good role model for his children 
that they won’t be surprised that we address God as "Our Father".
I celebrate all our fathers this week and look forward to joining you in 
worship and fellowship with God on Sunday. 
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n July 5, 1908, a West Virginia church sponsored the nation’s first event explicitly in 

honor of fathers, a Sunday sermon in memory of the 362 men who had died in the 

previous December’s explosions at the Fairmont Coal Company mines in Monongah, 

but it was a one-time commemoration and not an annual holiday.

The next year, a Spokane, Washington, woman named

children raised by a widower, tried to establish an official equivalent to Mother’s Day for 

  She went to local churches, the YMCA, shopkeepers and government 

officials to drum up support for her idea, and she was successful: Washington State 

celebrated the nation’s first statewide Father’s Day on June 19, 1910.

Slowly, the holiday spread.  In 1916, President Wilson honored the day by using 

telegraph signals to unfurl a flag in Spokane when he pressed a button 

Washington, D.C.  In 1924, President Calvin Coolidge

observe Father’s Day.  Today, the day honoring fathers is celebrated in the United 

States on the third Sunday of June. 
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"Behold, children are a gift of the Lord;" Psalm 12 7:3 

As we prepare to celebrate Father's Day this week, it is a good time to 
The psalmist reminds us that the 

first thing is that he must be gifted by God with a child or children.  Since 
children are a gift of God, that means we should treasure them as such.  
We can never overemphasize the value of our children, even when they 

have or don't measure up to our expectations. 
being a father, especially a good one, demands more than having 

A real father is a man who recognizes God as his Father and 
A real father will do everything in his power to make 

sure his children know and trust Jesus as Savior and Lord.  A real father 
will be strong, but will also have a loving relationship with his children.  
Most of all, a real father will be such a good role model for his children 

hat we address God as "Our Father". 
I celebrate all our fathers this week and look forward to joining you in 
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h sponsored the nation’s first event explicitly in 

honor of fathers, a Sunday sermon in memory of the 362 men who had died in the 

previous December’s explosions at the Fairmont Coal Company mines in Monongah, 

annual holiday.                                                                                 

, woman named Sonora Smart Dodd, one of six 

ed to establish an official equivalent to Mother’s Day for 

She went to local churches, the YMCA, shopkeepers and government 

officials to drum up support for her idea, and she was successful: Washington State 

ewide Father’s Day on June 19, 1910.                            

In 1916, President Wilson honored the day by using 

telegraph signals to unfurl a flag in Spokane when he pressed a button in             

Calvin Coolidge urged state governments to 

Today, the day honoring fathers is celebrated in the United 


